
De:   Karel van der Hucht [K.A.van.der.Hucht@sron.nl] 
Enviado:  Lunes, 30 de Junio de 2008 07:18 a.m. 
Para:   Maria Cristina Pineda de Carias 
CC:   Vivien; WilliamsR 
Asunto:  RE: Central America National Membership Dues  

(1997, 1998,1999,2000, 2001) 
 
Dear Dr. Pineda de Carias, 
thank you for your message of 27 June. 
 
Please let me inform you of the decision of the IAU Executive Committee in its recent 
meeting. After much thought and discussion it has been decided to abolish Collective 
National Membership of the IAU entirely, as of the IAU XXVII GA in August 2009. 
 
This implies that the IAU Secretariat is prepared to return to the CAAA the CHF 7572.- 
which we received at the end of 2007. 
 
We realize that this may come as a disappointment to you, but we are convinced that in the 
end the abolishment of Collective National Membership is fair and beneficial to all 
National Members of the IAU. 
 
All six member states of the CAAA (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua and Panama) are encouraged to apply for IAU National Membership 
individually. Instructions are given on the IAU web page 
<http://www.iau.org/administration/membership/national/qualification/>. 
Presently, countries can apply for Regular National Membership or Interim National 
Membership. The latter requires dues payment of one half of a dues-unit, i.e. CHF 1900 per 
year on the scale of 2008.   
 
Should all six CAAA member states decide to apply this year for IAU Interim National 
Membership, to become effective at the  IAU XXVII General Assembly in August 2009, 
then I am prepared to consider the payment of CHF 7572.- (done by the CAAA at the end 
of 2007) as dues payment by Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua 
and Panama for the year 2010.   
 
The IAU welcomes applications for IAU National Membership.  
Deadline for Letters-of-Intent: 1 September 2008.  
Deadline for Applications: 1 December 2008. 
 
Best regards, 
Karel A. van der Hucht 
 
 
************************************************* 
  Karel A. van der Hucht, General Secretary  
  International Astronomical Union   
  98bis bd Arago, F-75014 Paris, France  



  url IAU: www.iau.org  
  url IYA 2009: www.astronomy2009.org  
  
  home institute: 
  SRON Netherlands Institute for Space Research  
  Sorbonnelaan 2, NL-3584CA  UTRECHT, the Netherlands      
  tel: +31-30-2535729/5600, fax: +31-30-2540860 
  email: K.A.van.der.Hucht@SRON.nl  
  url: www.sron.nl  
************************************************* 
 
 
>>> "Maria Cristina Pineda de Carias" <mcarias@cablecolor.hn> 27-6-08 
16:36 >>> 
Dear Dr. van der Hucht: 
This is to inform you that, from July 7 to July 11, in San Jose, Costa Rica, will be the XII 
Central America Course on Astronomy and Astrophysics 
(http://www.curcaa.fisica.ucr.ac.cr/ ).  
Further to your message of December (see below) and the EC84 meeting of May that you 
mentioned, I would like to find out what is the Central America situation; if it were possible 
written in a formal letter.  
At the Costa Rica meeting will attend representatives of all of the Central America 
countries.  
For this event I would like to present an updated scenario for our region, for each country, 
in order to be ready and participate more actively for the 2009 events (IYA and IAUGA).  
Willing to hear from you.  
Best Regards.  
Maria Cristina 
 
 
-----Mensaje original----- 
De: Karel van der Hucht [mailto:K.A.van.der.Hucht@sron.nl]  
Enviado el: Domingo, 30 de Diciembre de 2007 01:08 p.m. 
Para: Maria Cristina Pineda de Carias 
CC: Cesarsky; 'iau'; WilliamsR 
Asunto: RE: Central America National Membership Dues (1997, 1998,1999, 2000, 
2001) 
 
Dear Dr. Maria Cristina Pineda de Carias, 
 
Thank you for your message of 20 December 2007, in response 
to my message to you of 19 October 2007.  
 
I am pleased to learn that the CAAA has paid its dues to IAU  
for the years 1997 - 2001. This implies that the CAAA is no  
longer suspended as IAU National Member and resumes its  
National Membership of the IAU. I will propose to the upcoming  



IAU Officers' Meeting to recommend formalization of the CAAA  
National Membership of the IAU in the EC84 meeting, May 2008. 
 
With my best wishes of the Season, 
sincerely, 
 
Dr. Karel A. van der Hucht  
 
 
************************************************* 
  Karel A. van der Hucht, General Secretary  
  International Astronomical Union   
  98bis bd Arago, F-75014 Paris, France  
  url IAU: www.iau.org  
  url IYA 2009: www.astronomy2009.org  
  
  home institute: 
  SRON Netherlands Institute for Space Research  
  Sorbonnelaan 2, NL-3584CA  UTRECHT, the Netherlands      
  tel: +31-30-2535729/5600, fax: +31-30-2540860 
  email: K.A.van.der.Hucht@SRON.nl  
  url: www.sron.nl  
************************************************* 
 
 
>>> "Maria Cristina Pineda de Carias" <mcarias@cablecolor.hn> 20-12-07 
17:46 >>> 
ASAMBLEA DE ASTRONOMOS DE AMERICA CENTRAL (AAAC) 
CENTRAL AMERICA ASSEMBLY OF ASTRONOMERS (CAAA) 
Observatorio Astronomico Centroamericano de Suyapa 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras 
Ciudad Universitaria, Tegucigalpa M. D. C., HONDURAS 
 
 
 
CENTRAL AMERICA APPLICATION FOR IAU MEMBERSHIP 
 
Dr. Karel A. van der Hucht 
General Secretary - IAU 
SRON 
Netherlands Inst for Space Research 
Sorbonnelaan 2 
NL - 3584 CA Utrecht  
Netherlands 
 Phone +31 30 2535 729/5600  
 Fax +31 30 2540 860  
 Email K.A.van.der.Hucht(@)sron.nl  



 
Dr.  Catherine J. Cesarsky 
President - IAU 
ESO 
Karl-Schwarzschild-Str 2 
DE - 85748 Garching  
Germany 
 Phone +49 89 3200 6227  
 Fax +49 89 32002 366  
 Email: ccesarsk(@)eso.org  
 
Dr. Robert Williams 
President-Elect - IAU 
Space Telescope Sci Inst 
3700 San Martin Dr 
US - Baltimore MD 21218-2410  
United States 
 Phone +1 410 338 4963  
 Fax +1 410 338 2617  
 Email wms(@)stsci.edu. 
 
 
Re: Dr. Karel A. van der Hucht letter of 19 October, 2007.Dear Sir(s): 
 
 
This is to inform you that, on behalf of the Central America Assembly of Astronomers 
(CAAA), and under our obligation to pay past dues to the IAU over the years 1997, 1998, 
1999, 2000 and 2001, I sent to the IAU Bank Account (as Mme. Monique Léger-Orine 
indicated to me) the amount of CHF7572. 
 
We want to thank to the IAU Executive Committee for the wise solution found to solve this 
Central America financial problem. We appreciate very much the collaboration and advises 
received from Dr. Robert Williams, Dr. Larry Marschall, Dr. Ed Guinan and Dr. Silvia 
Torres. 
 
With the local collaboration of each of the Science and Technology Organisms and that of 
the Central America and Panama Commission for Science and Technology, we look 
forward to organize professional cores of Astronomers in each of the Central America 
countries responsible, not only for development of the Astronomy within the region, but 
also to actively collaborate with the International Astronomical Union. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
MARIA CRISTINA PINEDA DE CARIAS 
Chair, Central America Suyapa Astronomical Observatory President, Central America 
Assembly of Astronomers 



 
 
"For the development of the Astronomy in Central America by the permanent international 
cooperation." 
 
 
 
 
 


